Mahalo - Arigato
Thank you to those who donate by
mail or online. The #GivingTuesday
online appeal was matched by a
local donor raising nearly $4,000 in
a week. And the annual mail appeal
at Thanksgiving brought in
envelopes every day raising slightly
more than $2,000 in a month.
Thank you to Amy and Gladys
Nishiura, Ohelo Brown, and Bill Eger
for helping with the Christmas Eve
illumination in the park. Many
people came before sundown
saying they had seen it online or in
the newspaper. Special thanks to
Kenji Kuroshima for his blog
coverage and beautiful photos.
Photos on page 4.
Thank you to artist Sakiko Shinkai
for offering to do a portrait sitting
at the Banyan Drive Art Stroll. The
Board of Directors asked that all
names of recent donors be put in a
hat. The name drawn who agrees to
sit is (drumroll) Dinnie Kysar.
Dinnie is active with Destination
Hilo and welcoming cruise ships to
town. She tells us Hilo will have a
cruise ship in port on the Saturday
of Banyan Drive Art Stroll.
WhooHoo!
Thank you to Hilo Hawaiian Hotel
for hosting Kyoto garden builder
Takuhiro Yamada during his recent
visit to Lili`uokalani Gardens.
Yamada-san completed his second
Honolulu Marathon a day before
coming to help the gardens! He will
be back in June after the Rotary
convention in Honolulu.

News, Photos, and Calendar Items for

January 2020
Annual Banyan Drive Art Stroll Coming Jan. 11
Artists were invited to enter works on the theme of Joy in the
Gardens. Works were selected by co-hosts Friends of Lili`uokalani
Gardens and Banyan Gallery for connection to the theme then they
were judged by Harry Wishard, born and raised on Hawai`i Island.
Works will be displayed in the Palm Room of the Grand Naniloa
Resort. Everyone who attends will be given a ballot to vote for
People's Choice award until 6 p.m. Patti Pease Johnson will
demonstrate pastels from 1 to 3 p.m. Portrait painting with Sakiko
Shinkai at the Palm Room also from 3 to 5 p.m.
Plein air painters will demonstrate in Lili`uokalani Gardens from
noon until 3 p.m. Block printing demonstration in Alii Ice from 2 to 3
p.m. Photographers' exhibit at Hilo Bay Café from 11:30 a.m. to 4:30
p.m. Grand Prize presentation for the calendar cover at 1 p.m.
Gyotaku demonstration with Brandon Tengan at Suisan Fish Market
from 3 to 4 p.m.
Silent auction and glass demonstration in the Wai`oli Lounge from
noon until 5 p.m.
Live entertainment at the lobby lounge of the Grand Naniloa Resort
with emcees Kuehu Mauga and Holly K. Larsen from noon to 6 p.m.
Christy Lassiter opens followed by Randy Lorenzo and friends at 2 p.m.
Closing from 4 to 6 p.m. will be the Kalapana Awa Band. Sound by
Pepe Romero.
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Friends of Lili`uokalani Gardens
events & partnerships: January+
Saturday, January 11, 4th annual Banyan
Drive Art Stroll noon to 6 p.m.
Saturday, January 18, volunteer day in the
bamboo patch 8 a.m. to noon.
Monday, January 27: anniversary of Sister
City relationship with Shibukawa City (1997)
Saturday, February 1: Cherry Blossom
Heritage Festival in Waimea 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

October memories
–

Sunday, February 2: Sakura Foundation
botanical art exhibit opens at UH-Hilo

summer 2015

fall 2017

Bamboo patch thinning Saturday, 1/18/2020
Saturday, January 18, 2020 from 8 a.m. to noon is the next volunteer day in
the bamboo patch. Members of the public who may need bamboo branches
or poles for home projects are invited to take home what they need. If you
want bamboo poles, please bring your own saw. Poles will be available next
to the sidewalk on Banyan Drive starting at 9 a.m.

Wednesday, Feb. 12: anniversary of Sister
Island relationship with Oshima (1962)
Wednesday, Feb. 19: Day of Remembrance
(Executive Order #9066)
Monday, Feb. 24: Emperor Naruhito's
birthday (Japan)
Friday and Saturday, Feb. 28 & 29: Big Island
Association of Nurserymen Plant Sale at
Edith Kanaka`ole Tennis Stadium

December
Saturday,
March 28: Hawaii–
Heart Walk 22
memories
annual Hilo Bayfront 7 a.m. registration 8
a.m. walk
April: Tsunami Awareness Month

nd

late summer 2018, bamboo poles available for free
Volunteers who wish to help with thinning the bamboo patch are asked to
wear closed toe shoes and eye protection. Gather near the bamboo patch at
8:00 a.m. Refreshments and lunch will be provided to all volunteers.

Sunday, April 12: Easter, beginning of
Merrie Monarch Festival Week
April 19 – 25 Volunteer Week Hawai`i
volunteer@KanuHawaii.org
End of April – May 5 (?) fly koinobori for
Children's Day
before January 2019 after
Sunday, May 3: Hilo Huli on Moku`olu by
Rotary Club of South Hilo
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December memories – mahalo volunteers & visitors
Youth Challenge came in early December with eight youngsters
and two counselors. Friends joined in with Master Gardeners
Daghild Rick and Angelica Covington. "Rake the Park" was the
theme of the day. Chores accomplished included raking,
weeding, pruning, and cleaning, especially the graffiti from the
large picnic table. Mahalo Youth Challenge!

Takuhiro Yamada of Hanatoyo Landscape visited the Lions Legacy Project on "Rake the Park" day.
His design is holding up well with bi-monthly attention from Lions Clubs.
In addition, Yamada-san had
time to prune the pine planted
by Dr. Sen two years ago plus
pay attention to the Prince
Hitachi tree planted in 1985.
During this visit, an interview
was filmed for future
broadcast. Yamada will return
to Hilo in June after the Rotary
Convention in Honolulu.
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December memories – Light the Park Christmas Eve

Many thanks to Bill Eger, Ohelo Brown, Patrick Kane, Amy and Gladys Nishiura for help in installing
and removing all the lights Christmas Eve. There was quite a crowd of parents and children.

Farewell to
2019
Onward to
the Year of
the Rat
2020
Special thanks to Kenji Kuroshima for his photographic talents.
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