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Spring Shut-Down Affects Gardens 

   Hawai`i County Mayor Harry Kim and Hawai`i Governor David Ige issued 

stay- home orders. In addition, several shut down efforts closed all County 

and State parks. 

  

  Exceptions to the "Stay at Home" order include outdoor exercise so it may 

be possible to continue walking for exercise around Lili`uokalani Gardens if 

everyone continues to observe appropriate social distancing. Masks are 

recommended. 

        

Mahalo - Arigato 

Many thanks to March volunteers 

who stepped up to give a good 

spring cleaning to the sago patch. 

Photos on page 4. 

Many thanks to Amy Nishiura for 

springing into action at the latest 

vandalism to Shoroan, the 

Urasenke tea house, and to Kenji 

Kuroshima who continues to help 

repair our community's cultural 

treasure. Photos on page 3. 

Many thanks to County 

maintenance personnel who 

adopted additional cleaning and 

sanitizing measures at all of our 

County parks during this time of 

pandemic virus. Although the parks 

are closed, some restrooms and 

picnic tables are still in use. We are 

so very grateful to see soap 

dispensers in the restrooms. Thank 

you Parks & Recreation 

Department. 

Special Note: The availability of 

park and restrooms may change at 

a moment's notice. Please check 

first rather than risk penalties for 

breaking the stay-at-home and park 

rules. 

 

 

News, Photos, and Calendar Items for  

April 2020 

Unusual sight: an empty parking lot 

bounded by the Okinawa haari 

boats, old sumo ring pavilion and 

Shoroan, the Urasenke tea house. 

Lili`uokalani Gardens is closed. 
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  Park closed (continued from page 1) 

   Daily reports continue to be issued by Hawai`i County Civil Defense 

and Hawai`i State Department of Health as well as announcements 

from other offices on a county, state, national and international level. 

Please check before you seek to make use of a County park. The 

County Parks & Recreation Department information is available online 

at https://hawaiicounty.gov 

   

   Above are two morning views courtesy of Ku`ehu Mauga, a daily 

walker and KWXX radio host, taken on 28 March 2020. 

                                 

Koinobori for Children's Day 

     Originally planned for late April, this annual event may change due to the 

current pandemic. The Governor's and Mayor's orders extend through  April 

30, 2020, and may be extended. 

 
        
        

      

 

 

 

 

 

October memories 

–  

   

  

    

December 

memories –  

  

    

 

     

 

Friends of Lili`uokalani Gardens 

events & partnerships: April + 

April: Tsunami Awareness Month 

Date TBA – May 6: fly koinobori throughout 

the Waiakea peninsula for Children's Day. 

Pending approval. Dates may change. 

Saturday, May 2: Keliipio Day on Mokuola 

has been postponed 

Sunday, May 17: anniversary of Sister City 

relationship with Kumejima (2011) 

Monday, May 25: Memorial Day observed 

Thursday, June 11: Kamehameha Day 

Saturday, July 4: VFW run/walk in 

Lili`uokalani Gardens  7:00 a.m. 

Saturday, July 11: Tanabata with Fukushima 

Kenjinkai in Lili`uokalani Gardens. 

Sunday, August 9: anniversary of Sister City 

relationship with Sumoto City (2000) 

Wednesday, Sept. 2: Queen Lili`uokalani 

was born 1838. 

Saturday, Sept. 5: He Hali`a Aloha No 

Lili`uokalani the 21st annual Queen's 

birthday festival 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. in 

Lili`uokalani Gardens 

Sunday, September 13: Hilo Huli on 

Mokuola by Rotary Club of South Hilo. 

Advance tickets necessary. 

Thursday through Monday, October 8 – 12: 

Hawaii Floriculture & Nursery Association 

2020 floral design workshop. Advance 

registration necessary. 

All events subject to change. Please see the 

Facebook page for up to date information. 
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Damage done in early Spring – heartbreaking  

    
All County parks are non-smoking areas.  These photos are one demonstration of why, in addition to the health reasons, 

this ban exists. In mid-February, cigarettes were stubbed out on the wooden posts of the bridge that was repaired in 

August 2019. Cigarette butts were picked up on the steps and pathway leading to the bridge. It is unknown if any 

cigarettes were flicked into the pond where they pose a danger to sea life. In March, right before the park closed, 82 

cigarette butts were picked up around the picnic table area at the old sumo ring on Monday afternoon. An additional 26 

were picked up in the same location the following day. A nearby sign warns of the prohibition, cites the relevant legal 

code, and places the fine at $100 per violation. 108 violations times $100 equals $10,800 in uncollected fines. 

    

Cause for tears – this inexplicable damage: two glass windows and the interior shoji were broken at the mizuya (water 

room or preparation area) of Shoroan, the Urasenke tea house at Lili`uokalani Gardens sometime in the early morning 

darkness hours of March 12. A protective panel was installed quickly by the County, drilling 20 large screw holes into the 

window frame. 

Further repairs for this cultural treasure may have to wait until the stay-home order is lifted.  

 broken glass was all over, inside and outside Shoroan (photos by Amy Nishiura)  
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March Memories – Volunteer Day at the cycads 

     

   

 

 

 

 

The patch of cycads on the makai Lihiwai Street side of Lili`uokalani Gardens was the focus of our volunteer day 

in early March. Landscaper Walter Imahara from Louisiana visited in mid-February and pointed to the cycads 

saying, "You are going to trim those, aren't you?" A gaggle of 11 volunteers put in a total of 50 hours on Saturday, 

March 7, to prune most of this patch (before and after photos above), haul approximately 560 pounds to the 

green waste, and treat most plants with a solution of coffee grounds and water. New foliage was observed two 

weeks later. Additional chores included a light trimming at the bamboo patch. There remains more to do in this 

patch as well as to other stands of cycads throughout the gardens, but all volunteer activities are suspended until 

the gardens re-open. 

Many thanks to advisor Raymond Tanouye who hosted Sumi and Walter Imahara for lunch at the Hilo Yacht Club 

and a tour of his nursery. Raymond and Walter fell in like long-lost friends – turns out they were born within days 

of each other. Walter is working on a book of remembrances of people who were interned at Camp Jerome and 

Camp Rohwer in Arkansas. Small world time: one of our volunteers was a small child at those camps too. We put 

Carol and her husband Paul together with Walter and Sumi to celebrate Walt's birthday on Feb. 14. 

 Bill & K.T. Eger, Sumi Imahara, Raymond 

Tanouye, and Walter Imahara 


